Flow Carl | ComminaanaTi
WITH THEE JuDaE? '

Iyouw want to el the judge about _\i'mn' viase
or 16 you want o ask the judpe to fake cer-
tain action in your case, you should not call
orwrite fhe judge direetly. Instead, _y(!m should

) ) ) i .
nail aowreitten motion or letter to the elerk ol

the Judpe’s court or drap of T that (!()cumcnl
in person at the clerk’s office. In ymir written
motion, you shoukd explain whal youlwant (he
couf to doand why you feel that thatjouteome
is approprinte. e sure to list the case mnmber
and caption (the case title) on any (hf)cnnlcnls
that you send or give to the clerk, Note that
you may be required to pay a filing fee when
you file vour motion or felter,

If you do lile aowritten motion or lcllc!r with the
clerk, you must also send a copy ol that docu-
ment fo every other parly involved i the case
(or fo cach party’s altorney, i the other parlies
are represented 'hy altorneys). Ih|s| 15 called
“service Be sure (o attach to yoyr motion
or letter o document stating that yotr have in

. . . |
fact sent o copy ol your molion or lgtier to all

of the other parties, and c,\'plniningtlm\\' (for

example, by personal delivery or by 'nmll) il
when that service was done. (That Statenen
aboul your service ol the document is called o
“cortificate ol service.™) ;
Alter your motion or letfer has heen Illlml inthe
clerks office, the judge or judpes on the case
will consider it along with any l'cspullscs rom
the other partics. The court may sehedule
hearing on the request or niay rule (m it b I\L(]
solely o the written information llml you and
other parties linve filed.

A JupiciaL CReED
Supreme Conrd Rules for the Govermment of the Har,
Appendix ¥ (Stuements on Professionalism)

IFor the purpose ol gluting my beliels,
convictions, and agpirations as o meniber
ofthe Judiciary or as o lawyer acting in a

judicial capacily in the Stale.of Ohio:

Ire-allirm my oath ol oftice and acknowledge
my obligations under the Canons of Judicial
Ethics.

I recognize my role as a guardian ol our system
of jurisprudence dedicated to equal juslice undcr
law for all persons, = o

ey

I believe thal my role requires scholarship, dili-
gence, personal integrity, and a dedication to the
aflainment ol justice,

[ know that Tmust not only be fair but also give
the appearance ol heing lair,

Frecognize that the dignity ol my ollice requires
the highest level of judicial demeanor,

Iwill treat all persons, muludm;_, litigants, lnw-
yers, wilnesses, jurors, judicial colleagues, and
comt stall with dignity and courtesy and \Vl”
insist that others do likewise.

Faill strive to conduet my judicial responsibili-
ties and obligations i a limely manner and will
be respeetiul of others” time and schedules,

I will aspire every day (o make the Courl I serve
o madel of justice and truth.

Orey Jureinr, Conrcreshre
G5 S Fponr S
Corunes, QLA Ih-2431
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Wy CAN'T | TALK
TO THE JUDGE?

A CITIZENS

GUIDI=




Ex Parre COMMUNICATION

Two ol the most important principles of the
American judieial system are l«‘lilnus and
Iequal Treatment for All Persons. (See; Tudi-
ciil Creed on the back of pamiphlet)

To ensure fuirness and equal treatment, judges
are not allowed by their ethies rules to recetve
what are catled ex parte communications. The
term “ex parte™ 1s a Latin phrase that means
“olor from one side or party.”

T other words, judges cannot hear matters
fevidence) from one side ina case without
the other side being present at the time. 1 the
partics are represented by attorneys, both at-
torneys must be present. That is why judges
hear case festimony in the courtroom where
everyone is present. Pre-trial conferences can
occur in the judge’s olfice, but only when
all the attorneys in the case are present. One
reason behind these procedures is so that the
Judge does not -hear evidence selected by
ane side wnhnul the other side having an op-
portinity to dispute or explain | lhc, L/VldLl’lL\..

Another reason  for the rules re;anldin"
commupications ‘with judges is to give the
public’ confidence in the judicial system.
[t is extremely important that the public
knows that no one has an “inside track™ in
the court systenmy, and that “back room deals™
are nut being struck. '

The integrity ol the system requires that the

judges only consider evidence presented in pn

open trial or evidence agreed to by the parties
or their attorneys. Judges can be disciplined
for not Tollowing these rules.

A paramount goal of the court system is fair
and cqual treatment for all persons. “The
rule banning ex parle communications en-
sures that the court process is fair and that
all the parties have the sume information as
the judge who will decide the case. When
all partics have the same information, any
party who wants to explain or to contest
that information can do so, and all parties

can feel confident that thie judge’s decision

is based solely on the relevant law and on
the evidence and arguments presented to
the court by the parties in the courtroom
and 1 their written filings.

IMPROPER COMMUNICATION,
WITH THE JUDGE

Il you send a letter or other document directly
to the judge without providing a copy ol'it o
every olher parly in your case (or to cach par-
ty’s atlorney, if the parties have attorneys), the

judge or court stalt will be required to notily

the other partics about your communication

so that those other partics can respond to it

10 you have not shared your document with
the other partics, turther hearings in your case

miglit be defayed, and the judge might *strike”
(that is, might delete or ignore) any cvideme
diseussed fin your ex parte communication.

i
Some pcnﬁlu‘.\'cnd fetters or other documents
toa judge z"}ml ask the judge not o tell the other
parties. Although there may be some intorne-
tion that ygu want the judge to know about and
to-keep in cronlulcnu the judge is nonetheless
required 1g disclose that information to all of
the other p{n'lics imvolved in the case,
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th ‘m} '(lm.s DlOVl(lL somc llmltul .
llmc _' lcttizen:, may Cnmmumcnk di-"
lculy \vilh . mdgc Tar example, vie-,
tims of cmm may send o lutu (luutly
(o the wlut and.prisoners nmy commu-
nicate: \Vllh the judge:on-how:they are
hung,lxclulcd bylhc shcnll Alsoyjudges:
may hidaryex‘parte mmcngency requests
for lcmpmmy 1c<:tmmmg orders when®
the’ olhm pmhus cmmnl 1h&* nollhul in
the shml“nmu beford hczumb\ on‘those
recuests, In certain' .slllmtlon%, |udgc
may also u)nsxdu eX 1‘hlllL mlmnmllon
plcscnlul dm m;a sulllumcnl conluumc

in uvll cmsi ay’ woll a EX pmu, cum-
mumcalmm 1bou "schcdulmg,,mallcxs
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